Advanced Placement Psychology – Course Syllabus 2013-2014
Roscommon High School

Tina M. Collins

Student Selection Criteria: Enrollment is open to all students in grades 11 and 12 who are willing to accept the challenge of a rigorous academic curriculum. Students are expected to take the Advanced Placement Psychology test in the spring for college credit. 
Course Purpose: This two-semester course will explore the psychological facts, principles and phenomena associated with each of the major sub-fields of Psychology.  The knowledge of psychological inquiry is hoped to provide perceptions of the world around us, insights into one’s own and other’s behavior, and an appreciation of the complexity of human behavior.  
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Course Materials: 

Myers, D.G. Psychology, 6th edition. New York: Worth, 2000

Straub, R.O Study Guide to Accompany Myers:Psychology, 6th edition, New 

     York: Worth, 2001 

Course Objectives:

1. Students will prepare to do acceptable work on the AP Psychology Exam.

2. Students will study the major core concepts and theories of Psychology.  They will be able to define key terms and use these terms in their everyday vocabulary.

3. Students will learn the basic skills of psychological research.  They will be able to devise simple research projects, interpret and generalize from results and evaluate the validity of research reports.

4. Students will be able to apply psychological concepts to their own lives.  They will be able to recognize psychological principles when they encounter them in everyday situations.

5. Students will develop critical thinking skills.  They will become aware of the danger of blindly accepting or rejecting any psychological theory without careful, objective evaluation.

6. Students will build reading, writing and discussion skills.

7. Students will earn about psychology as a profession and become aware of the educational requirements that must be met to pursue each career.  They will learn about the ethical standards governing the work of psychologists.

Class Expectations: 

To succeed in this classroom you must:

1. Demonstrate common courtesy and respect to everyone.

2. Be prepared daily with your textbook, binder and pen/pencil.

3. Expect to put in at least an hour outside of class for every hour that you spend in class.  

4. Be alert and ready to participate in class when the bell rings.

Supplies needed

· Three ring binder with loose-leaf paper or spiral notebook

· Note-cards and something to hold them (ex: recipe box)

· Pencils/pens

Grading

Let's start with the best news.  Students who take the AP exam in May will not have to take the end of course exam for third trimester.  Your grade will almost exclusively be based on chapter and unit tests.  Each trimester grade will be broken down as follows: 80% chapter tests, writing and vocabulary, 20% end of course exam.  The chapter tests will be composed of approximately 40 multiple-choice questions each while the semester exams will consist of approximately 50 multiple-choice questions and 1 essay questions each.  All questions will simulate the difficulty of the questions on the AP test.  Because this is an AP course, you will probably find it more difficult to earn top grades in this class than most courses that you have taken before.  In general, students have found the course to be very difficult at first, but have done better as the year progresses.  Setting a high standard has several tangible benefits for students.  You will learn a great deal of psychology, you will be better prepared for college, and you will be ready to excel on the AP Psychology Exam in May.  

Grades are based on the following percentages of total points in the course:

93 – 100%  = A


77-79%       = C+


90-92%       = A-


73-76%       = C


87-89%       = B+


70-72%       = C-


83-86%       = B


67-69%       = D+


80-82%       = B-


63-66%       = D






60-62%       = D-

Attendance

As per the student handbook, students receiving more than 10 attendance marks per semester must achieve a grade of 77% or higher on the end of course exam to receive credit for the course.  Attendance marks are defined as absences or tardies.  The only absences that do not count towards this total are school activities.  If you are absent, you will only be allowed to make up quizzes and tests if the absence has been excused.  Therefore, make sure that you have a parent call the school or turn a note into the office when you return if you miss school for any reason.

Tips for Success

· Take complete class notes and date them.  Put them in your own words.  Don’t write down something you don’t understand without asking about it first.  Leave some blank space on each page to make additions and clarifications when you read.  It is very important to review your class notes each day while they are still fresh in your mind.  Expand them, clarify them, and add examples so that they will make sense when you go back to study them later.

· Learn to read more effectively.  You can read more effectively by doing the following:

1. Read actively - don’t just look at the words.  If you spend a half hour “reading” but are unable to recall anything when you are done, you have wasted your time.

2. Preview a chapter quickly before you begin, and review the material frequently.  Pause at the end of each paragraph and summarize mentally, in your own words, what you just read.

3. Do not try to read an entire chapter at once.  Each chapter of your text is divided into several major sections.  These sections are presented in bold print in the summary outline on the chapter’s first page.  Limit your reading to one of these sections at a sitting.

4. Do not ignore pictures, diagrams, tables and sidebars in your textbook.  These features serve to make the text more interesting and may include important information.

5.
Take notes as you read.  If you condense a 30-page chapter to a few good pages of good notes, it’s going to be much easier to review.  Perhaps most important - keep a list of questions about the reading and bring them to class.

· Half of the battle is vocabulary.  I require that you make a set of vocabulary flashcards on 3-by-5-inch index cards for the “Terms and Concepts” section at the end of each chapter.  As you make the cards, you are already beginning to learn the vocabulary.  The flashcards provide an excellent means of review for the AP test.  Besides, this is part of your grade. 

· Form a study group.  Working with others to study has been very helpful to AP students in the past. In fact, it is the number one tip that past AP students want me to pass on to you. 

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Thinking Critically with Psychological Science

Unit 2 – Neuroscience and Behavior

Unit 3 – Nature and Nurture of Behavior

Unit 4 – The Developing Person

Unit 5 – Sensation

Unit 6 – Perception

Unit 7 – States of Consciousness

Unit 8 – Learning

Unit 9 – Memory

Unit 10 – Thinking and Language

Unit 11 – Intelligence

Unit 12 – Motivation

Unit 13 – Emotion

Unit 14 – Personality

Unit 15 – Psychological Disorders

Unit 16 – Therapy

Unit 17 – Stress and Health

Unit 18 – Social Psychology

AP Exam Review

