Geometry A (2013-2014)
Roscommon High School

Tina Collins

Email: collinst@rapsk12.net
Website:  www.rhscollinst.weebly.com 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra I A/B 
Course Purpose:  This course is an extension and application of the ideas that you learned in Algebra I.  Topics to be covered include reasoning and constructions, transformations, angles and lines, triangles and similarity.

Course Materials:  You will be assigned a textbook to use in the classroom only. There are some available in the library to check out, and you can open one online at www.classzone.com using the code 2639154-20 to register if you need one. It is free.  

Grading:  Eighty percent of your grade will be determined by your performance on quizzes, in class activities and application tests throughout the semester.  The remaining 20% will be your end of course exam.  Grades are based on total points and letter grades are assigned based on the following percentages:
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Supplies Needed
Three-ring binder (½”-1” recommended)

Loose-leaf paper

Pencils 
Flash Drive (recommended if you don’t have high speed internet access at home)

Class Expectations

Throughout the school year, it is expected that we will use the three R’s:

Respect for self,

Respect for others, and

Responsibility for all your actions

Attendance:  As per the student handbook, students receiving more than 10 attendance marks must achieve a grade of 77% or higher on the end of course exam to receive credit for the course.  An attendance mark is defined as an absence or a tardy.  The only absences that do not count towards this total are school activities.  If you are absent, you will only be allowed to make up quizzes and tests if the absence has been excused.  Therefore, make sure that you have a parent call the school or turn a note into the office when you return if you miss school for any reason.

Basic Course Outline 

Unit 1 – Transformations (Chapter 9)

Unit 2 – Lines and Angles (Chapter 3)

Unit 3 – Triangles (Chapters 4 and 5)

Unit 4 – Similarity (Chapter 6)

Unit 5 – Constructions 

Procedures

Class is going to run a little differen this year. The notes that have traditionally been covered in class will now be done at home. You will have access to the basic notes and a video to watch. The advantage to the video is you can go back and re-watch things that are confusing or pause to take your time to write down notes. During class you will work through problems and do things that were traditionally assigned as homework. This will give you ample opportunity to ask questions about things that were confusing and have access to extra practice that can fit your needs. We will still have traditional quizzes and tests in class. 
Homework:  Most days your homework will be to watch a short video and take notes over a lesson. The notes will include some basic information and a few worked out examples. If you have high speed internet at home, you will simply access the information from the Weebly site. If you do not have internet at home you will be able to download them in class and still be able to access them offline later. If you want the basic notes as well as the video you will need to download the PDF file. You will not be able to open a power-point on the chromebook.  Occasionally you will have more traditional homework. That will typically be right before a test and be review questions. You will have the videos and all your notes and homework to refer to if you get stuck.
Classwork: Assignments will be given on a daily basis and it is your responsibility to have them completed and in your binder.  This is your chance to give it a try without being afraid of making a mistake.  In fact, this is where you should make your mistakes so you can learn from them before a quiz or test.  Remember I am there to help you, so don’t be afraid to ask. Make sure you show your work because it will also help you on your quizzes.  Since you will be allowed to use your notebook on quizzes, it is to your benefit to keep your binder organized and up to date.  

Homework Quizzes:  There will be many quizzes throughout the semester. As stated earlier, all quizzes will be open notebook.  Make sure you keep your binder up to date because that is the only thing that you will be able to use.  You will not be able to use loose papers taken out of your book.  All questions will be taken either directly from the homework or be very similar to them.
Tests:  There will be one application test for each unit that we cover in class.  These tests are a chance to actually apply all the theorems and postulates that you will learn in class.   You will not be allowed to use your binder or book, but the tests will be announced at least a few days in advance.  There will be at least one in-class review session for each test.

Extra Credit:  Any extra credit offered will be available on quizzes and tests.  At the end of the semester you will have a chance to bring your grade up with your final exam grade.  If your final exam grade is higher than your lowest test grade, you can use it to replace that test grade.  You will only be allowed to do this if you have taken all your quizzes and tests through the trimester and you receive a passing grade on the exam.
